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up by civilisation. Once they are loosened, the way of
life they protect is in danger. What may start as a commu-
nal riot ends as civil strife. Civil strife soon develops into
international war. With the modern weapons of destruction
and death, international war presages the end of human
civilisation itself.

The problem of Indian, independence is therefore no
longer a problem for India alone. The current of world
events beats on India's shores. She is caught in the move-
ment towards unity and integration and cannot escape her
fate. Political subjugation however makes her more a pas-
sive object for world forces than an active agent on the world
scene. This is instinct with danger to herself and the world.
It is a threat to world peace as her subjugation and exploita-
tion tempt powers other than her exploiter. It is full of
danger to herself as it prevents her full, free and natural
development. Suppressed and embittered, she is not only
full of conflicts within herself but a source of infection to
the world outside. A free and peaceful India would be a
bastion for world peace. Not only would she stabilise and
secure the ferment in Asia and Africa but also throw her
powerful weight on the side of forces working for global
peace.

With her complex and continuous culture of many cen-
turies, India has rich gifts to offer to the world. The impact
of the West has awakened her from age-long slumber. A
new spirit of youth breathes in her ancient limbs* New
questions stir in the depth of her consciousness. The clash
between the Eastern and the Western outlooks provokes
in her a new religious and social awakening. There are not
only new quests for spiritual truth but also new relaxations
of old social tyrannies. Throughout the nineteenth century,
one reformer after another appeared on the Indian scene.
Their influence has however remained on the surface and
never penetrated to the depths of India life. The same
story is repeated in the political and economic fields. The